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PRESIDENT’S POST 

Dear Members: 

Happy Fall Everyone! As we move into a new season we can finally enjoy the 

changing leaves and enjoy the beauty they show to us. I hope you enjoy this 

time of year as much as I do. I am especially pleased to reflect back on the 

wonderful accomplishments these past few months: We have celebrated our 

125th Year with a wonderful Historic Exhibition; We gathered and 

 enjoyed each other’s company at our Inaugural Member BBQ and we had a 

an impressive turnout at our 125th Anniversary Gala. I hope you have  

enjoyed all of these events and are energized to get more involved for the re-

mainder of the year! I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and 

encourage you to remain active in your Bar Association! 

     Andrea F. Composto, Esq., President 
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER! 

https://www.rocklandbar.org/calendar/signup/NjU=
https://www.rocklandbar.org/calendar/signup/NjU=
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THE PRACTICE PAGE 

E-FILING AT THE APPELLATE DIVISION 

      Hon. Mark C. Dillon* 
 
 The federal courts have been well ahead of our state courts in initiating electronic filing procedures.  E-filing 
had been implemented at the trial level throughout the 9th Judicial District, beginning experimentally in Westchester in 
2000.  Yet, e-filing had not been initiated at the Appellate Division, Second Department, until now.  
 
 Westchester was chosen as the initial test county at the appellate level, where e-filing went into effect for ap-
peals filed on or after March 1, 2018.  Suffolk County followed suit effective July 2, 2018.  Soon, e-filing will be re-
quired for appeals originating from Rockland, Putnam, Dutchess, and Orange Counties as well.  Here is what to expect: 
 
 E-filing is now generally required for appeals originating from Westchester and Suffolk Counties, where the 
underlying action was itself e-filed in either the Supreme or Surrogate Courts.  It does not apply to matters originating 
from other courts, or where the matter was not e-filed at the trial level. 
 
 Filing is performed through the NYSCEF system, which the bar is already familiar with through e-filings at the 
trial level (22 NYCRR 202.5-bb).  If the trial-level case was e-filed, the Notice of Appeal, and an Informational State-
ment and a copy of the order or judgment appealed from, should be e-filed with the County Clerk, with the e-payment of 
the required fees.  Within 14 days of that filing, attorneys must register or confirm their NYSCEF authorization and pro-
vide whatever additional information is required on the site about the cause or parties.  The appellant or petitioner will 
electronically receive an appellate docket number, which must then be served upon all other parties within 7 days, with 
proof of service uploaded onto the e-file system.  The respondent and other parties must, within 20 days of receipt of the 
docket number, visit the NYSCEF site, register or confirm e-filer status for the appeal, and enter whatever other contact 
information might be required by the court (Rules of the Appellate Division 1245.3[a], [b], [d]).   
 
  Thereafter, appellate, respondent, and reply briefs are uploaded onto the NYSCEF system under the assigned 
appellate docket number within the time limits required for such filings (CPLR 5530[a] and [b]) and electronically 
served upon other parties (Rules of the Appellate Division 1245.5[a] and [b]).  
  
 E-filing is not required in matters where a pro se litigant chooses against opting-in, or if an attorney for a party 
can certify in good faith that he/she lacks the computer technology or know-how to capably participate in the system 
(Rules of the Appellate Division 1245.4[a][1] and [a][2]).  These two exceptions should be rare as pro se litigants com-
prise a minuscule percentage of the Appellate Division’s overall caseload, and as virtually the entire bar and its support 
staffs are computer conversant.  When a party is permissibly exempted from the e-filing regimen, the earlier procedures 
for the filing and serving hard copies of appellate documents remain in effect. 
  
 Notwithstanding all of the foregoing, the original and 5 hard copies of all briefs, records, and appendices must 
be filed with the clerk’s office at the Appellate Division, meaning that our friends at the appellate printers still have job 
security.  These documents are to be filed within two days of notification that the e-version of the filing has been accept-
ed [Rules of the Appellate Division 1245.6[a][2]). 
  
 Where a motion or application seeks interim or emergency relief, the court may permit the initial submissions of 
a party to be filed and served in hard copy, and e-filed thereafter (Rules of the Appellate Division, 1245.6[c]).  Such re-
lief should be specifically requested in the notice of motion or order to show cause. 
  
 There are special procedures for the rare cases that originate at the Appellate Division, for transferred matters, 
time extensions, the rejection of documents, and sealed files.  Answers to questions about those and other matters are 
contained in the Rules of the Appellate Division. Questions about the NYSCEF system itself may be answered for appel-
late matters by e-mailing AD2-ClerksOffice@nycourts.gov.  Appellate printers will also be a helpful resource if there 
are issues navigating the system.  
  
 Be careful, and take the time to assure proper compliance with these new appellate procedures.  
__________________ 

Mark C. Dillon is a Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department, and an Adjunct Professor of New York Prac-
tice at Fordham Law School.  

mailto:AD2-ClerksOffice@nycourts.gov


 

Your client, an investor, is holding valuable paintings pledged as security for a $2 million loan from your client to the 

two principals of an art gallery. The art gallery sued your client for return of the paintings, claiming that your client took 

the paintings on consignment and refuses to return them. There is no signed consignment agreement, as your client 

refused to sign one. The gallery claims the paintings are worth $60 million, and pleads causes of action for conversion, 

replevin, and unjust enrichment. You implead the principals, seeking to foreclose on the written pledge agreements, 

and later move for summary judgment dismissing the gallery’s claims. 

 Will your motion for summary judgment be granted?   

The answer is no. 

In Shchukin Hous. OU v. Iseev, NYLJ 1537865666NY155936201, Index No. 155936/2016 (Sup. Ct. N.Y. Co., 

September 4, 2018), the plaintiff (SHOU), an art gallery dealing primarily in Russian fine art, sued to recover five piec-

es of artwork worth $60 million taken on consignment from the gallery by the defendant, who refuses to return them. 

The defendant denied there was a consignment, and alleged that the paintings were pledged as security for repay-

ment of a $2 million outstanding loan given by the defendant to the plaintiff’s principals, Shchukin and Abramov, whom 

the defendant impleaded as third-party defendants. 

In multiple motions and cross-motions, the defendant sought summary judgment dismissing the complaint, 

and sanctions or an order compelling document production. The plaintiff sought to enjoin the defendant under CPLR 

7901 from transferring the artwork, to require the defendant under CPLR 2701 to return the artwork or post a bond, 

and to disclose the current location of the artworks.  

The Court denied summary judgment to the defendant on the plaintiff’s causes of action for conversion, re-

plevin, and unjust enrichment, due to material issues of fact concerning which party had a superior right to the artwork. 

There was no signed consignment agreement, the unsigned proposed consignment agreement was from Shchukin 

Gallery Inc., not SHOU, and the plaintiff alleges that the defendant refused to sign the consignment agreement. As to 

the pledge agreements that the defendant claimed were given to secure the $2 million loan to Shchukin and Abromov, 

SHOU was not a party to them. The pledge agreements did not indicate that SHOU’s interests were pledged, and did 

not cover all five of the artworks. 

The Court dismissed the plaintiffs claims for breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract, and accounting, 

which were dependent on there being a consignment agreement. The Court also dismissed the claim for prima facie 

tort, since the facts supported a claim for the traditional tort of conversion, citing Chen v. U.S., 854 F.2d 622, 628 (2d 

Cir. 1988).  

                                               COMMERCIAL LITIGATION ISSUES OF INTEREST                  November 2018 

                          Submitted by Paul Savad, Esq.        

                    Chair, Commercial and Corporate Law Committee, 

                     Joseph Churgin, Esq., and Susan Cooper, Esq., of              

               SAVAD CHURGIN, LLP, Attorneys at Law 
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The plaintiff’s request for enjoinder pursuant to CPLR 7109 and return of the artwork or a bond pursuant to 

CPLR 2701 were also denied. The plaintiff did not show it was likely prevail on the merits of the remaining causes of 

action, given the evidence of the pledge agreements. The Court cited Danae Art Intern. Inc. v. Stallone, 163 A.D.2d 

81, 82 (1st Dep’t 1990), holding that a motion under CPLR 7109 must meet the requirements for a preliminary injunc-

tion, including a clear right to the relief sought. 

The defendant’s motion to compel discovery responses was denied without prejudice, as the issues would be 

addressed at the next court conference. 

The lesson? When drafting a pledge agreement to be signed by the principal of an entity, be sure the agree-

ment pledges both the principal’s interest and the entity’s interest in the item pledged. Otherwise, the entity will not be 

bound by the principal’s pledge.      

 

                                               COMMERCIAL LITIGATION ISSUES OF INTEREST                  November 2018 

                          Submitted by Paul Savad, Esq.        

                    Chair, Commercial and Corporate Law Committee, 

                     Joseph Churgin, Esq., and Susan Cooper, Esq., of              

               SAVAD CHURGIN, LLP, Attorneys at Law 
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November 14, 2018 

6:00pm - 9:00pm 
 

Double Tree Hilton  

425 E. Rte 59 

Nanuet, New York 10954  

CLE  

ELIMINATION OF BIAS 

ESSENTIALS OF PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS 

AND CARE IN A LEGAL PRACTICE  

& 

DEALING WITH THE NEW TAX LAW & 

MAINTENANCE WITHOUT STRESS  

  

 

CLE Immigration 

 

November 30, 2018 

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 

 

Double Tree Hilton  

425 E. Rte 59 

Nanuet, New York 10954  

 

 

https://www.rocklandbar.org/calendar/signup/NTc=
https://www.rocklandbar.org/calendar/signup/NTc=
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  VISIT US ONLINE 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

 

Click here  

to enter 

 

https://rocklandbar.org/store
https://www.rocklandbar.org/store
https://www.rocklandbar.org/store
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF ROCKLAND COUNTY 

IS SEEKING PRO BONO LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO  

FORMAT A 501c3 ORGANIZATION. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT GILLIAN BALLARD: GBALLARD@BBBSOFRC.COM OR 
TELEPHONE: 845 634 2199 X 5. 

 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest, largest, and most effective youth mentoring organization in Rockland and through-
out the United States. 

We have been the leader in one-to-one youth service for more than a century, developing positive relationships that have 
a direct and lasting impact on the lives of young people ages 7 to 18 throughout all of Rockland's communities. 

 
CALL TODAY AND CHANGE A CHILDS' LIFE! 

ROCKLAND'S ESTABLISHED LEADER IN MENTORING. 

 

mailto:GBALLARD@BBBSOFRC.COM


 

MEMO  
TO ALL RCBA COMMITTEE CHAIRS & VICE– 

CHAIRS 
 

The Association is seeking articles from your committee for publication in 
the Bar's monthly Newsletter. The membership would greatly benefit from 

your  
input and would appreciate it. The article does not have to be complicated 

or long - a succinct piece of general interest and importance would be best.  
 

If you are able to submit an article for the Newsletter it should be sent via 
email to sabrina@rocklandbar.org by the 15th of the month so that the            

Executive Board may review it.   
 

Thank you! 
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NEWSBRIEF ADVERTISING RATES  
FULL PAGE (7.5x10.25)                            $400.00  

1/2 PAGE (7.5x5):                                        $250.00  

1/4 PAGE (3.75x5):                                      $200.00  

1/8 PAGE (3.75x2.5):                                  $125.00 

BUSINESS CARD:                                       $75.00 

Announcing New Discounts:  

10% for 6 mo. bookings 

20% for 1 year bookings 

PLEASE NOTE:  

NEWSBRIEF IS NOT PUBLISHED IN JULY 

CALL SABRINA @ 845-634-2149  

TO ADVERTISE IN NEWSBRIEF 
 

Advertising & articles appearing in the RCBA Newsletter does not  presume endorsement of products, services & views 

of the Rockland County Bar Association. 

COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

Zoning Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 

12:30pm @ the RCBA Offices  

Need a Place to Meet in New City? 
 

RCBA Conference Rooms available for rent. 
 

MEMBER PRICES: 

 
1st two hours FREE, then $25/hour 

Full Day (8 hours) = $140.00 
 

NON-MEMBER PRICES: 
 

$50/hour 
Half Day (4 hours) = $150.00 
Full Day (8 hours) = $300.00 
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NEW CLE REQUIREMENT 

 

In addition to ethics and professionalism, skills, law practice management, and areas of professional 

practice, a new category was added for diversity, inclusion and elimination of bias courses. This cate-

gory of credit is effective January 1, 2018. 

Experienced attorneys due to re-register on or after July 1, 2018 must complete at least one credit 

hour in the Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias CLE category of credit as part of their bienni-

al CLE requirement. The transitional CLE requirement for newly admitted attorneys remains un-

changed. For more information about the CLE Rules, visitnycourts.gov/Attorneys/CLE. 

CLE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Newly admitted attorneys must complete 32 credit hours of accredited “transitional” education 

within the first two years of admission to the Bar.  Sixteen (16) credit hours must be completed in 

each of the first two years of admission to the Bar as follows: 3 hours of Ethics and Professionalism; 

6 hours of Skills; 7 hours of Practice Management and/or areas of Professional Practice.  Experi-

enced Attorneys must complete 24 credit hours of CLE during each biennial reporting cycle: 4 

credit hours must be in Ethics and Professionalism. The other credit hours may be a combination of 

the following categories: Ethics and Professionalism, Skills, Practice Management or    

    Professional Practice. 
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CLE CORNER 
ESSENTIALS OF PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS AND CARE IN A LEGAL PRACTICE  

& 
DEALING WITH THE NEW TAX LAW & MAINTENANCE WITHOUT STRESS  

 
November 14, 2018 

6:00pm - 9:00pm 
Double Tree Hilton 

425 E. Rte 59 
Nanuet, New York 10954 

 
IMMIGRATION 

 

November 30, 2018 
1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Double Tree Hilton 
425 E. Rte 59 

Nanuet, New York 10954 
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125th Anniversary Gala 
October 25, 2018 



 

 

 

 

125th Anniversary gala 

October 25, 2018 

For those who were not able to attend the anniversary gala, below please 

find remarks from those who introduced our honorees, and speeches from 

the honorees themselves. 

Guest of honor:  the honorable janet difiore, chief judge of the court of    

appeals and the state of new York 

Introduction by:  Hon. Robert Berliner, Justice of the Supreme Court 

Good evening everyone and what a special evening it is....we are celebrating the 125TH Anniversary of the Rockland County Bar 
Association! I want to congratulate the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award, Richard Glickel and the recipient of the 
Natalie Couch Award, Lawrence Codispoti.  
For this special evening we have a very special guest of honor: The Chief Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals Janet 
DeFiore. Judge DeFiore graduated St. John’s University School of Law. She was elected judge of the Westchester County Court 
in 1998 and was elected justice of the New York State Supreme Court in 2002. She served as supervising judge of the criminal 
courts for the Ninth Judicial District. In 2005 Judge DeFiore was elected Westchester District Attorney and served in this position 
until 2016. She was nominated by Governor Andrew Cuomo to her position as chief judge and was confirmed by the New York 
State Senate in January 2016.  
Shortly after being confirmed Judge DeFiore started the excellence initiative for all New York State Courts. This initiative is to 
achieve just and timely resolution of all matters pending before the courts.  
It is an honor, a privilege and my pleasure to introduce our guest of honor, the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals and the State 
of New York, my friend Janet DeFiore 

 

Remarks by:  Chief Judge Janet DiFiore 

 Thank you, Justice Berliner, for that very kind and lovely introduction.  I'd like to thank everyone for making me feel so 
welcome,  and all those responsible for putting this anniversary event together: President Andrea Composto, and the members of 
the Executive Committee, including my old friend, William Sherwood; and Executive Director Nancy Low-Hogan.  Congratula-
tions to you all! 
 I'm very happy to be back in Rockland County, where I certainly have a lot of good memories, and a lot of good friends, 
going back to my days as the Supervising Judge of the Criminal Courts for the 9th Judicial District.  
  One thing I learned as Supervising Judge, and which remains true to this day, is that you have a very special group of 
lawyers and judges here -- tight-knit, loyal, and truly dedicated to serving the justice needs of the litigants and communities of 
Rockland County. 
 And tonight, I'd like to take a few moments to talk about the fantastic work that is a product of that special synergy.  By 
now, you are all aware of -- and many of you here tonight have even been working under the banner of -- our Excellence Initia-
tive. 
 The Initiative was announced in February 2016 at Court of Appeals Hall during my Investiture.  In addition to the im-
portant responsibility of deciding cases at the Court of Appeals, the Excellence Initiative is my number one priority as Chief 
Judge for the foreseeable future.  We are focused on improving the efficiency of court operations; speeding the justice process; 
and improving the quality of judicial decision-making in all of our trial courts, in order to give the people of our State the kind of 
fair, timely and high-quality justice services that they rightly expect and deserve.  
 Now, two and a half years later, we have a lot to be proud of, especially here in Rockland County, where we are making 
such remarkable progress, thanks to the leadership of Administrative Judge Kathie Davidson, and before her, Alan Scheinkman, 
as well as your recently retired Chief Clerk (and now Brigadier General) John Hussey. And most importantly, thanks to the hard 
work, commitment, support and cooperation of the judges, court staff and lawyers who deliver justice and practice law here in 
Rockland County. 
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Since the Excellence Initiative began: 
∙ The pending felony caseload in Rockland County has been cut in half; and the number of cases pending over 

standards and goals is down to just a single case.  Remarkable progress! 
∙ The pending civil caseload in Rockland Supreme has been reduced by 24%, and the percentage of cases that are 

pending over standards and goals has been cut by 45%. 
∙  And in Family Court, this County has made extraordinary progress, with the caseload cut by 35%, and only 2% 
of the cases over standards and goals.  An extraordinary service to the children and families in this County. 
  No matter how you measure our performance, our courts here in Rockland, and all around the State, have be-
come more efficient and productive.   
 And what lies behind the numbers really tells the true story.  We are, without question, providing better, smarter and more 
efficient services to our "consumers."  And we are using all tools and means available to us, including leveraging technology in 
thoughtful ways.  For example, we have transformed the Rockland Family Court into a fully paperless court.  And very soon we 
will be launching a Remote Temporary Order of Protection program in Rockland County, which will allow victims of domestic 
violence to file ex parte petitions from safe locations and appear in court through Skype technology. 
 Of course, none of this progress would be possible without the strong relationships and open lines of communication that 
exist between the Bar and the Bench here in Rockland County.  And much of the credit is due to this Bar Association, which has 
its finger on the pulse of our courts and our communities and is so committed to doing its part to make us better in every way. 
 And let me assure you of one thing, I have been around long enough to know and understand that the wheels of justice 
cannot turn effectively or efficiently without the support, cooperation, and buy-in of the Bar.  None of us can do our jobs effective-
ly or bring about positive change alone.  We can't move forward without the mutual support, cooperation and active participation 
of:  
 the lawyers who practice in our courts; 
 the judges and court staff who deliver justice; 
 the prosecutors; 
 defense providers;  
 and countless partner agencies whose work is directly implicated by what happens in our courtrooms and back offices.   
 
 I want to thank everyone here tonight for all of your hard work, your support, your collaboration, and your overarching 
interest in ensuring that the wheels of justice gently but firmly push our system forward. 
 Please allow me to close by congratulating my fellow honorees this evening: Richard A. Glickel, who is receiving the 
Lifetime Achievement Award; Lawrence A. Codispoti, who is receiving the Natalie Couch Award; and, finally, all of you, for your 
excellent service -- today and over the last 125 years. 
           
 

lifetime achievement award:  richard a. Glickel, esq. 

Introduction by:  Mary Kay Rivera, Paralegal to Richard A. Glickel, Esq. 

Richard Glickel was destined to be an attorney. As a boy he wanted to fly jet planes, but poor vision forced him to abandon the 
idea. I like to remind him that it was just the universe intervening to set him on track to his true calling, The Law. 
And that’s not just my opinion. In the late 1980's we had the privilege to work with Judge Morrie Slifkin. I recall after a particular-
ly involved discussion about a case, the Judge turned to me and said, “my  boy (his pet name for Richard) gets it. He has a love and 
understanding of the law greater than most lawyers will ever have.” 
“He gets it” – is an opinion that has been shared with me by other jurists (and one or two of them 
are even here tonight). When asked why they felt that way, the judges were unanimous in their opinion that Richard was always 
prepared to appear before them, his dress and demeanor were appropriate – and yes, they even appreciated his “passion.” 
The principal law clerks that I have gotten to know over the years have also complimented Richard’s work product; his ability to 
get to the point, support his position clearly and give them enough authority to assist the Court. One law clerk told me often that he 
had never seen anyone more prepared than Richard in his Judge’s courtroom. He still says that Rick has a presence about him that 
makes the Court want to hear what he has to say. And, as long as he has known him, he never saw Richard resort to “smoke and 
mirrors” to make his case seem better than it actually was. Richard relies on the law and the facts and only the law and the facts. 
And to the appellate judges in the audience, I can tell you that Richard always enjoys the opportunity to appear before you. 
Document presentation matters to him as much as in-court appearances. Richard has an obsession with making sure there isn’t a 
space missing or added, that the grammar is perfect as are the margins and line spacing. And heaven forbid that the underlining, 
bold or italics is used incorrectly. His belief is that the Court and opposing counsel see him through his work product; and nothing 
that goes out under his name should allow them to think that a case is not important to him, he is giving it “short shrift” or that he 
is uncertain of his position. 
Over the past 34 plus years, I’ve witnessed my share of Richard’s “achievements”; like the case of a truck carrying municipal solid 
waste getting stuck in an underpass on the Palisades Parkway which started in the Clarkstown Justice Court and wound its way to 
the United States Supreme Court on a Commerce Clause issue. The town lost, but the ruling was altered years later – the dissenting 
opinion from our case had planted the seed for change. 
As a Deputy Town Attorney for almost a quarter century, he counseled the largest town police department in the State of New 
York. His advice over the years resulted in some changes in policies and cost effective measures making that Department more 
successful. That success helped promote morale and increase efficiency within the Department. 
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Through that work Richard became expert in a difficult section of the General Municipal Law that continues to cost New York’s 
local governments millions of taxpayer dollars each year for unnecessary or unworthy disability claims and, using that expertise, 
he’s helped municipalities State-wide save money while more efficiently managing the process of returning employees to work or 
assisting in their retirements. 
Richard has published law journal articles and traveled around NYS to speak at meetings and seminars on the subject and has au-
thored amicus briefs in support of various municipalities. All the while, Richard is running a successful one-man law firm; and to 
Richard there are no small cases. 
For each client, his preparation never wavers – and when I say preparation, I’m talking about researching statutes, case law (both 
for and against the client’s position), analyzing the relevant facts and information necessary for presenting a winning argument. 
When he meets a client for the first time, he speaks about their issue as if he has been along side them from the time the incident 
occurred. And he’s always “up front” with them about managing their expectations and whether the potential outcome of the 
case would justify the cost of the litigation. 
In the office, I see “achievements” that aren’t seen by outsiders; time spent with, (but never billed to), an older gentleman who 
stopped into the office having just lost his wife and not knowing what to do first; fighting for the rights of someone who was sub-
jected to an adverse employment action where the employer has sought to destroy an otherwise unblemished career; a nod to give 
a personal courtesy on his fee for newlyweds buying their first house on a shoestring – to name a few. For Richard, his profession 
has never been just a way to make “a living.” To him the law remains an honorable profession and he lives up to that standard 
each and every day. 
Richard’s attributes include his respect for the judiciary and opposing counsel. One of his rules of personal conduct in practicing 
law is that no matter how intense the issue, the lawyers should always remain civil both during and after the case is ended. Like 
Shakespeare’s rival suitors in Taming of the Shrew, Richard believes that we should “Do as adversaries do in law, strive mightily, 
but eat and drink as friends.” 
Richard has Chaired this Association’s ethics committee for years and he always has time to field the lawyers’ calls that come into 
the office and to discuss their ethics questions or concerns with them. It’s always been important to him to help his fellow attor-
neys practice with the very best information he can offer them. 
When my then paralegal association worked to create a pro se matrimonial clinic and assist the Legal Aid Society of Rockland to 
reduce the number of cases it was handling, Richard immediately signed on as a supervising attorney for the clinics. He also 
helped us arrange for the Court to allow us to utilize the IAS system to assign all of cases from one clinic to one judge, so that we 
could more easily their status. Support and involvement like that is something rare, special and much appreciated. 
Richard was also active in the R.C.C. Paralegal Certificate Program, teaching business law and CPLR. 
Outside of the law office, Richard served on the United Way and was Crusade Chair and Vice President for the local chapter of 
the American Cancer Society where he created the “Blue Hill Challenge” a fund-raising “10-k run” complete with a pre-race “carb 
load” dinner, as well as originating the annual Holiday gift-wrapping program at our largest shopping malls – and that annual fund 
raiser still exists today. He’s always wants to have a positive impact in whatever does. 
In April 1997, I was diagnosed with breast cancer and when I walked into the office the day after getting that bad news, Richard 
informed me that he had already arranged for me to go for second opinions with the Chiefs of Breast Surgery, Pathology and Ra-
diation at Memorial Sloan Kettering in Manhattan. I was lucky in my recovery and through it all, Richard was one of my staunch-
est supporters. I will always love him for that.  
So it is with a great deal of professional and personal pride and admiration, that I introduce to you tonight’s recipient of the Rock-
land County Bar Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award – my boss, one of my best friends, and, in my not-so-humble opin-
ion, one of the best attorneys in New York State, Richard A. Glickel. 
 

Remarks by:  Richard A. Glickel, Esq. 

The late Sen. John McCain begins his final memoir, The Restless Wave, describing his having been overcome by 
“accumulated memories” during the occasion of a military ceremony. 

I can understand that rush of emotion. 
Forty-four years! Wow!! 
Some of you have known me from the start – Jim Mellion and I took the lawyers’ oath together in Brooklyn. Even before 

that, I knew then ADA Gerry Damiani when I interned in the Public Defender’s office during the Summer of ‘71. Jim Freeman 
and Brian Sichol can remember me as Dave Silverman’s apprentice. I was fortunate to have for my early mentors Dave, (a past 
recipient of this same honor), Bob Granik, Bill Nelson and the late Ralph Joseph. 

For over four decades I have worked – and played – mostly with lawyers and jurists. I’ve enjoyed the company. 
You may have read in this evening’s journal of my bar association activities; but, I was also the unofficial “chair” – insti-

gator is more like it – of a secret sub-committee we called the “Intoxicated Young Lawyers of Rockland County.” A few of those 
chili-eating, beer drinkers – who shall remain nameless – survive and are with us this evening. You know who you are. 

Legal practice is really the only “full-time job” I’ve ever had. The law-related relationships and professional affiliations 
I’ve experienced have been rewarding. And I trust you can all appreciate just what a truly humbling experience it is for me to re-
ceive our Association’s “Lifetime Achievement” award. 

For me, at least, it’s difficult to envision any higher honor than to obtain the recognition of one’s peers. For this, I thank 
you. 

The many judges here would agree that there are times when certain practitioners – and not just the uninitiated – simply 
don’t know when to “rest their case”; that is, when to stop talking and sit down. 
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For me, at least, it’s difficult to envision any higher honor than to obtain the recognition of one’s peers. For this, I thank 
you. 

The many judges here would agree that there are times when certain practitioners – and not just the uninitiated – simply 
don’t know when to “rest their case”; that is, when to stop talking and sit down. 

This was effectively impressed upon me years ago when I rose to respond to an appeal that was especially devoid of mer-
it. After my customary salutation – “May it please the court, etc.” – and, as I was about to proceed, the presiding justice said, 
“We’ve got it counselor.” 

I assumed I had misheard the judge; surely the panel was anxious to witness my skilled disassembling of appellant’s ar-
gument. I returned to my notebook and as I was about to deliver the most astute and memorable words yet spoken at 45 Monroe 
Place, Judge Mangano repeated, “Counsel, we got it!” 

I looked up, nodded knowingly at the judge and thought that I might skip the salient facts and start in the middle of the 
thing. I flipped through a page or two of my notes, but before I could say another word, Judge Mangano now inquired firmly, “Mr. 
Glickel, are you trying to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory?” 

At which point I closed my notebook, thanked the panel and made my respectful retreat from the 
courtroom. 

Now, I would ask our Chief Judge to assist my exit by repeating Judge Mangano’s advice – (spoken by Judge DiFiore), 
“COUNSEL, WE GOT IT!” 

Thank you, your Honor. 
Thanks everyone, and enjoy the rest of the evening. 

 

Natalie couch award:  lawrence a. Codispoti, esq. 

Introduction by:  Robert J. Prier, Esq. 

Remarks by:  Lawrence A. Codispoti, Esq. 

For the first 15 years of my professional career, I had the distinct pleasure of practicing law with Belle Mayer Zeck at my former 
firm in Suffern. As many of you know, Belle was one of a kind:   a genuine trailblazer for women attorneys in Rockland County. 
Belle was also a former President of our Association, having been elected in 1969.  
 
As a result people would mistakenly congratulate Belle for being our first woman President. But Belle would always politely but 
firmly explain that no she was not, that Natalie Couch was the first.  
 
So, I had heard of Natalie Couch from Belle, but never really knew much about her at all.  It was only after I was selected to re-
ceive the Natalie Couch Award that I learned all about her truly remarkable life.  
 
Thanks to the research of John Patrick Schutz and Bill Batson, I would like to share some of the ground breaking highlights of 
Natalie Couch’s life with you:  
 
Natalie was born in Nyack and graduated from Wellsley College in 1907 and continued onto Fordham Law School where she 
graduated first in her class. She then became Rockland County’s first woman attorney.  
 
In 1918, when a local initiative passed allowing women to vote in Rockland County, Natalie Couch was the first woman to cast a 
legal vote. She organized the first women’s Republican Club in New York State immediately following the passage of universal 
women’s suffrage in 1920. While maintaining a law office in Nyack, she would also go on to become Journal Clerk to the New 
York Assembly (another “first woman” achievement for her) and be law secretary to NYS Supreme Court Justice Arthur S. Tomp-
kins. She was nominated by the Republican Party and ran for the State Assembly as early as 1934 (and was defeated by another 
woman, Democrat Caroline O’Day who had the support of Eleanor Roosevelt, in the first woman vs. woman US election).  
 
In 1940, Natalie was the Republican candidate for County Court Judge here in Rockland.  
Although unsuccessful in the general election, it was another milestone for her. 
 
In her 66 years, she would become the first woman elected President of the Rockland County Bar Association in 1937 (32 yrs. 
Before Belle Zeck) the first woman to be Vice-Chair of the Rockland County Republican Committee, and the Police Justice for 
Grandview-on-Hudson. She was considered a key member of the election committees of Governor Thomas E. Dewey and the 
failed Presidential bid of Wendell Wilkie, She was hosting a “Citizens for Eisenhower” rally in Nanuet when she was stricken 
with a fatal heart attack in 1956. In a story about her death, The New York Times would call her “New York State Republican 
Leader.” Her law office at Couch Court would become from 1942 to 1951 the Town Hall for all of Orangetown, and the Supreme 
Court of New York met there several times. During the time that she was the only female lawyer in Rockland she had two male 
lawyers as employees of her practice.  
 

Natalie is an inspiration to all who faced discrimination and other difficult obstacles in achieving their goals.  If Natalie could 
achieve all she did so can they.  
 
It is truly my great honor to receive this award that recognizes the many accomplishments of Natalie Couch.  
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STORAGE SPACE - ORANGEBURG 

Storage space for legal files available.  180 square foot storage 
space.  24/7 access.  Currently used by local lawyers for stor-
age. Premises are located in Route 303 in Orangeburg and are    

sprinklered.  $225.00/month, no lease required.  
 Contact Bruce :  845-359-5400 

PART-TIME OFFICE - NEW CITY 

Office in New City available to use on your letterhead, accept packages, 
meet with clients, hold conferences, send faxes, accept mail, meetings at 

day or night, receptionist, waiting area for clients, very ample free   
parking, private  bathroom.  Perfect for practitioner with home office 

who needs a public  presence. Low monthly fee.  
Call Bill at 845-300-9168.  

OFFICE FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Priced to sell. Vertical and lateral file cabinets, storage units, desks, 
chairs, conference table, book cases, credenza, tables, dividers,  bulletin 

boards, white board. Please call Madelon at 914-527-2400 for  
information. Items are located in New City. 

LEGAL ASSISTANT WANTED 
Entry level position available for part-time bilingual assistant.  

Located in New City, NY.  Please call 845 709-6800 

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY NEEDED  

3-5 years litigation experience for busy Rockland County firm.  Please 
forward resume to phabas@barpc.com or fax to 845-359-5577   

OFFICE FOR RENT 

North Main Street,  New City  11' x 13' with closet.  Access to  waiting 
room, bathroom and kitchenette. Bright and clean, freshly paint-

ed.  Please call Carol at 914-557-5750.   

OFFICE SPACE  

Office Space available in New City.  Attorney or Accountant preferred. 
Please call us for details. DaSilva & Hilowitz LLP 

(845) 638-1550 

SPANISH INTERPRETER 
I'm interested in offering my services as a Spanish interpreter to the 

attorneys of the Rockland Bar Association.   
I have interpreted in Kings County Criminal Court and I am presently 

interpreting in Haverstraw Justice Court.   
I can interpret to help prepare for hearings and trials.  I am willing to 
accompany attorneys to interpret in prisons or jails.  I am available to 

meet interpretation needs professionally an affordably.  
I can be reached at (845) 743-1151 or joanneconde7@gmail.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  
 Haverstraw - one, two or three offices available.  Waiting room, recep-
tionist area, large parking lot, large conference room, with or without 

furniture.  Possible overflow.   
email:  lawoffice10927@gmail.com 

ATTORNEY SEEKING PART-TIME 
Attorney with 7+ years of commercial litigation and real estate experi-

ence interested in part time and/or per diem work, including but not 
limited to, legal research, commercial/residential leasing, legal briefs/

memoranda, e-filing. If interested, please call  
914-260-1266. 

ATTORNEYS SEEKING PARALEGALS 
Rockland Community College ABA approved Paralegal program can 
assist attorneys with filling their open job positions for both part and 

full time employment opportunities. We have students that range from 
entry level to experienced Paralegals.  Paralegals are not permitted to 
practice law, which means they cannot give legal  advice, represent 

clients in court, set a legal fee or accept a case. Contact Amy Hurwitz-
Placement Coordinator at (845) 574-4418 or email at  

ahurwitz@sunyrockland.edu ENTRY LEVEL ASSOCIATE WANTED 
A solo criminal, commercial and personal law office is looking to hire a 
part or a full-time entry or newly established associate. The salary and 

hours are negotiable. Please forward resume to                 
 lauren@garyliptonlaw.com or fax to 845-624-0288. 

OFFICE SPACE  

Office Space available in Nyack. 9 Units 93 SF- 232 SF. All utilities 
included (except phone & internet), parking included, card access for 

security, individual mailboxes, conference room, furniture  available & 
walk to Main Street. Please call Jason Horowitz at 845-323-9177. 

OFFICE SPACE  
Office Space available in Bardonia. 2 Units - $850 & $950/month. All 
utilities included, turn key office space, parking, located on 304, shred-

ding and coffee included, conference rooms, furnished for the right 
terms and basement storage available.  

Please call Jason Horowitz at 845-323-9177. 

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - TEMPORARY 

(Approximately 2 Months) - Fulltime 

General office duties, including but not limited to:  Greet visitors and 
answer the phone, Check emails, Type letters, memos, emails, leases, 

extensions, rent increases, etc. 
Schedule: Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Salary: flexible 
Strong communication and organization skills, multitasking, Microsoft 

Word, attention to detail and basic computer skills are essential. 
Please send cover letter and resume via email to Valeria Palacios at 

koenigmgmt@gmail.com or fax it to 845-639-0433. 

ATTORNEY WANTED FOR EXPANDING LAW FIRM 
 

Boutique law firm in Rockland County, NY specializing in matrimoni-
al (divorce) and family law, bankruptcy law, immigration and real 

estate is seeking a full-time associate to join its growing practice.  This 
office serves a diverse and expanding range of clientele consisting of 
individuals, families and small businesses. Ideal candidate will have 
superior writing skills, trial experience, fluency in Spanish, and the 
ability to thrive in a dynamic environment.  Unique opportunity to 

partner with highly-motivated, entrepreneurial professionals. 
Please fax resume to 845.639.4610 or  

E-mail: michael@demoyalaw.com  

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  
Beautiful, fully furnished office available for rent. 

Convenient location with shared services. 
Contact Adam Kurland for details: (845) 638-4700 /  

akurland@akkpc.com 

TRIAL ATTORNEY WANTED 

Finkelstein & Partners is seeking to hire a TRIAL ATTORNEY to 

cover Orange, Rockland and Westchester County personal injury 

cases. Candidates must be licensed to practice in New York and have 3 

to 5 years of litigation experience.  To be considered please your email 

resume to: tcavallucci@lawampm.com 

mailto:Sabrina@rocklandbar.org
mailto:joanneconde7@gmail.com
mailto:lawoffice10927@gmail.com
mailto:ahurwitz@sunyrockland.edu
mailto:lauren@garyliptonlaw.com
mailto:koenigmgmt@gmail.com
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Thank you 
to our Sponsors! 


