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 Presidentôs Post 

 

Warm Greetings and Happy Spring Everyone!   

 

     Something always seems to happen when we Spring Forward for Day Lightôs Savings.  Yes, 

the daylight stays with us longer and everyone loves thaté. But I often notice that people have 

an extra spring in their step, they smile a little broader as pleasantries are exchanged about the 

warmer weather and upcoming summer vacations. Who doesnôt enjoy that?  I know I do; but I 

digress.  

 

     I have been thinking about our Young and New Lawyers quite a lot this past month.  High 

School Mock Trial is well under way and the students are extremely impressive:  Passionate, 

Driven, Well Spoken and Fearless.  They will make excellent Lawyers in the Future.  As I 

watched the students compete through the various rounds, I wonder what our profession will be 

like when/if they graduate law school in a decade from now.  The Law is an adversarial system.  

We, as attorneys, argue for a living.  We zealously advocate for our clients and fight for what is 

just and right under the law.  Sometimes it is easy to let our zeal get the best of us.  We must 

remember, however, that we can advocate and be adversaries without being adversarial.  We 

must not work with blinders on, seeing only the case in front of us.  We must look around  

ourselves and see those walking with us, most importantly, the younger generation of attorneys 

who will learn and absorb all there is to see and hear.  In addition to the hard-working students 

of Mock Trial, every year there is a new crop of attorneys eager to work in the trenches and 

embark upon their new legal journey.  Let us be an example to them as to how to ñlawyerò and 

how to advocate with zeal and with respect.  Letôs support the students and young lawyers,  

offering guidance, advice and mentorship.  You can start by cheering the students on at the 

Mock Trial final round of competitions on April 15, 2019 at 5:30pm at our very own Rockland 

County Supreme Court.  Also, the Young Lawyerôs Committee will be hosting an upcoming 

social networking event on May 2nd at Tequila y Limon in New City.   Letôs meet them, get to 

know them and start showing them the ropes of our profession.  By doing this for them, I know 

that they will teach us all a thing or two.   

 

     I look forward to see you at these upcoming events and I wish you well and Happy Spring. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Andrea F. Composto, Esq. 

President, RCBA 



Helping Attorneys and The Public                                                                         Page 2 

 

NEWS from the Executive Director 

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2019/20 BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS FOR THE ROCKLAND COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 9 of the By Laws of the Rockland County Bar Association, the Nominating 

Committee has nominated the following candidates for election to the Associationôs Board of Directors: 

Martin Butcher ï 3 year term 

Hernan Caceres ï 3 year term 

Laura M. Catina ï 3 year term 

Laurie A. Dorsainvil ï 3 year term 

Robert L. Pitkofsky ï 3 year term  

Ira S. Schoeps ï 3 year term  

 

Any member of the Association not selected by the Nominating Committee who wishes to have his or her 

name placed in nomination for election to the Board, whether or not he or she solicited nomination from 

the Nominating Committee, shall submit a petition to place his or her name before the membership.  The 

petition must be signed by no fewer than twenty (20) members in good standing with the Association and 

must be submitted in person at the offices of the Bar Association, 337 N. Main Street, Suite 1, New City, 

NY, 10956, no later than April  5, 2019. 
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MOCK TRIAL 

ROCKLAND 
THE FINAL ROUND: 

NYACK VS. NORTH ROCKLAND  

Monday, April 15, 2019 5:30 P.M. 
Rockland County Courthouse 

1 South Main Street, New City, NY 10956 
 

Go Team! 

 

Announcing the 2019-20 Rockland County Bar Association Delegates to the NYSBA 

House of Delegates: 
 

 

Regular Delegates: 

Timothy G. McNamara, Esq. 

Derek Tarson, Esq. 
 

Alternate Delegate: 

David Fried, Esq. 



Technology Tips for Attorneys 
submitted by 

Michael Loewenberg* 

5 Mistakes to Avoid When Starting a Website Redesign Project 
 

Your firmôs current website needs a serious facelift. The content is stale, information is difficult to find, the look and feel is outdated 

and inconsistent, and it is a chore to make simple changes or additions. You have done some research and realize that you barely 

have time to manage your law practice; youôve got no time to deal with your website redesign. 

 

As you think about selecting a website service provider, here are a few things to keep in mind: 

 

Mistake #1: Website Tunnel Vision 

Donôt get enamored with a specific technology or a flashy web design. Web technology and capabilities are changing at a blinding 

rate. It would be a short-sighted approach, for instance, to limit your choices to a narrow set of systems alternatives. It also is a mis-

take to be dead set on a specific look and feel before the project begins. A smarter approach is to document the key website content, 

features, and functions you require and then get one or more website experts to provide you with possible solutions. A good website 

expert will have a tried-and-true process in place to gather the necessary information to support your redesign project. And since 

technology and tools change so rapidly, it is particularly important to keep an open mind to your solution options.  Remember the 

old adage: when the only tool you have is a hammer, everything looks like a nail! 

  

Mistake #2: Website frugality ï choosing the lowest cost option 

A well designed website costs money and you get what you pay for. While it is important to get a good deal on anything you buy, it 

is a mistake to make the decision on cost alone. Donôt ask yourself ñCan I afford this?ò Instead, ask yourself ñCan I afford to not get 

this right?ò Website redesigns are a strategic investment for law firms of all sizes. Your website is usually the first contact point a 

prospective client sees about your firm and that usually happens on a mobile phone. A well-designed, content-rich single page site 

may be all your firm needs. Your decision on a solution should not be strictly cost-based.  If you think a professional is expensive, 

imagine the ócostsô of using an amateur! 

  

Mistake #3: Website implementations driven by technology instead of the business 

Your website redesign decisions should not be based on technology alone. Your decisions should be driven by your firmôs business 

requirements and focused on communicating to your target audience. No question: technology IS important. It matters most, howev-

er, that you have a solid foundation for delivering your firmôs key business messages. Itôs all about making it easy for your website 

visitors (i.e., your potential clients) to access your meaningful, targeted content.   

  

Mistake #4: Building your website solution on a house of straw instead of a house of bricks 

Building a web solution for your firm is a strategic investment. You need to be sure that your website redesign is based on a frame-

work that that is robust and supportable. The goal should be to build a website that can accommodate changes to your firmôs prac-

tice areas as well as changes to the technology landscape. When choosing a web technology, be sure that itôs an established market-

place leader that is sustainable for years to come. 

  

Mistake #5: Hiring a web guy 

A law firmôs website represents the firm and, in many instances, is the first contact a prospective client has with the attorney.  

 Accordingly, you should select a website implementation partner who has proven experience in building websites as well as a 

demonstrated ability to understand the business of the law and translate that into a winning web design. Choose a web partner that 

has well-rounded expertise in both the business of law firms and web technologies and you are likely to get a better end result. 
Most prospective clients ask a friend for a referral and then visit the law firmôs website. Donôt underestimate the importance of get-
ting it right! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

*Michael Loewenberg is the CEO of MESH Business Solutions, Inc., New City, NY, 10956 and he is also an Affiliate Member of 

the RCBA. 
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WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE:  

 

THE RCBA LIBERTY BELL AWARD  
 

Presented on Law Day, May 1  

 

To a member of our Community for outstanding service in promoting a better  

understanding and respect for the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and our  

institutions of government,  
 

This year will be presented to: 

 

Elizabeth Santiago 

Executive Director, Center for Safety & Change 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
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Thursday, June 20, 2019 

6:00 P.M.  

DOUBLE TREE HILTON 

425 E. Rte 59, Nanuet, New York 10954 

6:00 P.M. ï Cocktails (cash bar)  

7:00 P.M. ï Dinner  
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